
Tune In with the Manitoba Chamber Orchestra! 
A listening and music discussion series brought to CRM by the MCO 
Facilitated by Suzu Enns, MCO Education and Outreach Manager 

Information sheet for:  
Wednesday, May 18, 2022 (10:00-11:00am) 

How to prepare for the session: 

1. Watch the online concert “Casadesus, Haydn, and Lau” (premiering online Friday, 
May 13 @ 7:30pm and available for unlimited viewing for two weeks). 

•Here’s the link to the online concert and more information:   
•https://www.themco.ca/lp10may22/  

•Here’s the concert program info: 
•https://www.themco.ca/concert/vivaldi-haydn-lau/  

2. If you’re interested, you can watch these pre-concert chats!  
•Click here for the pre-concert chat with Music Director Anne Manson! 
•Click here for Classic 107’s interview with composer Kevin Lau and oboist Caitlin 

Broms-Jacobs! 

Feel free to email me at senns@themco.ca if you’re having any trouble with these links! 

3. Choose one of the instruments you see in the performance. 
•You can choose an instrument that is unfamiliar to you or one that you find interesting! 
•What is the instrument called? If you’re not sure, you can refer to the program 

information for a list of the instruments and musicians. You can search on the internet 
for pictures and descriptions of the instruments to make sure you have guessed 
correctly! 

•Once you have identified the instrument, spend a bit of time learning about the 
instrument and see if you can find some recordings of the instrument playing solo 
music.  

•How does the instrument sound on its own? Describe the “tone” of the instrument and 
other characteristics that you notice. Is it a high pitched or low pitched instrument?  

•How is the instrument performed? What does the musician need to do to play the 
instrument? What muscle groups do you think they are using when they are 
performing?  

•What are some characteristics of the instrument that you enjoy? What are some 
characteristics that you dislike?  

•Now go back to the MCO concert performance. Listen carefully and watch the 
musician(s) playing that instrument. Can you recognize the sound of the instrument 
within the overall sound? What role or function does that instrument play in the 
orchestra or a specific piece of music? Does the instrument tend to play melodies or 
harmonies? Does the instrument support the sound of the orchestra, or is it supported 
by other instruments?  
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